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A warm welcome 
 to the international keynote presenters, 

 local keynote presenters,  
other presenters, special guests  

  and all the delegates 



This special 
conference 
has been 

advertised for 
many months 

because 
 at this 

conference  
we are also… 





Second part of Thursday Programme  

• Tributes to giants of cognitive education 

• Introduction of some founder members of 
IACESA 

• Reflection on the story of cognitive education in 
South Africa by 

– Prof. Willie Rautenbach – pioneer of cognitive 
education in SA 

• Welcoming Oxford University Press - sponsor of 
21 Stories to Celebrate 21 Years of IACESA 

 



According to Turner in Pink (2006)  

 

Story is the fundamental instrument of thought 
and stories is our chief means 

 of looking into the future,  

of predicting, of planning and of explaining.   

Most of our experiences, our knowledge  

and our thinking are organized as stories. 

 

 

 



 
Treasure your booklet with valuable 

stories - sponsored by OUP 

 



IACESA Logo 1994…..Logo 2015 
Where does this logo come from? 



 
THE THINKER – by Rodin 

Originally part of ‘The Gates of Hell’ 
‘The Thinker’ watches the whole scene of the Inferno, 

brooding in contemplation 

 



 
‘THE THINKER’ 

As an independent work it became perhaps 
 the best-known sculpture of all time 

 



The Thinker was 
detached from the 

personal connection 
with Dante (the poet)              

and is now seen to 
represent the     

power of thought 
and mental creativity. 

 



Imagine ‘The THINKER’ = THE STUDENT 

Visualize students in your class, 
office, therapy session… 



Questions we can ask 

• Can the students you know think with every 
part of their body like The Thinker? 

• Are you looking at the students you teach or 
work with from all possible angles like visitors 
can look at The Thinker from every conceivable 
angle?  

• Can your students think deeply and engage in 
powerful thinking like The Thinker?   

 

 



Etching titled 
 

The Thinker – 
from all 

perspectives 



May this personalized etching titled 
 The Thinker – from all perspectives 

 remind us that we must all embrace this 
paradox of personalizing learning 

 in the global classroom 
 as nearly every classroom in the world 

includes diversity in various ways.   
We need to focus on each student’s learning 
needs (and allow multiple access points to 

the curriculum) but at the same time 
 impart global competence.  



 

Our Conference  theme  
 

PERSONALIZING 

THINKING 
AND LEARNING 

IN THE 
CONCEPTUAL AGE 

 

WHAT? HOW? 
 



The programme will start with 
Prof. Mary Grosser 

• From the School of 
Educational Sciences at 
NWU. 

• Part of the Optentia 
Research Focus Area at 
NWU 

• IACESA President 2015-
2017 



Critical Thinking 
• We can not look at the thinkers in our midst 

from all perspectives and personalize thinking 
and learning unless we learn to think critically 
about what we are doing and how we are 
doing it 

• We first need to become more effective 
critical thinkers ourselves 

• We welcome Prof. Mary Grosser and look 
forward to her presentation 
– Critical Thinking: The Cornerstone of Conceptual 

Age Teaching and Learning.  What it is, why it 
matters and how we get there. 


